St Annes Beach to Fairhaven Lake walk

The Saunter Together group led by team member’s Geraldine and Peter Boardman went for a lovely sandy sea walk from the pier to Fairhaven Lake & back via The Ditchburn jukebox cafe. 
 
The group met at the usual time by the Les Dawson Statue in the peace & happiness garden on a beautiful hot August morning.
 
From there they walked along the beach on the purpose made path from the beach huts to Fairhaven Lake with breath taking views of Southport across the Ribble Estuary.
 
They took time out to enjoy the Japanese Gardens before returning along the same path and then taking a detour to stop at Ditchburn Jukebox Museum in Alexandra Drive for refreshments and to select they favourite records old and new on the amazing collection of restored jukes boxes.
 
This is a unique museum on the Fylde coast that celebrates the local history of Ditchburn equipment 1950’s British jukebox manufacturer. The place features a faithful reproduction of a 1960’s coffee bar where all the vintage jukeboxes are set to free play for its customers.
 
The team were able to select and play classic vinyl records from the 1940’s through to the 1980’s without inserting coins on the jukeboxes. Each British juke box is loving restored by Karl the Dawson owner. All the vintage vending machines and background music equipment were manufactured on the Fylde coast from 1947 onwards.
 
Karl is a very knowledgeably curator who shared with the group the history of how the local factory in Lytham making machines for imported rock ’n’ roll music to young people as in 1952 there was a government ban on American machines.
 
The jukebox cafe also does a lovely tasting coffee.
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